
 
Presidential Inaugural Tree – Quercus Alba, White Oak  
  
By (left to right) Randy Jones and David Guzman of Akehurst Landscape Service.   
Seen with Mr. Vincent DeForest of the Presidential Inaugural Committee 2009 
 
Also present (not shown) were Glenn Wilkerson, Bill Akehurst, James Calland, Tom Beishl and 
Louis Schweigman of Akehurst Landscape Service. 

Presidential Inaugural Tree – Quercus Alba, White Oak 
  

Planted at the Mt Zion Cemetery in Washington DC on 1/16/2009 for the ceremony  
to take place on 1/19/2009 commemorating Martin Luther King’s Birthday 

Installed by (left to right) Randy Jones and David Guzman of Akehurst Landscape Service. 
Seen with Mr. Vincent DeForest of the Presidential Inaugural Committee 2009 for 

President Elect Barack Obama 
 

Also present (not shown) were Glenn Wilkerson, Bill Akehurst, James Calland Jr., Tom Beishl and Louis Schweigman of 
Akehurst Landscape Service 



 
 

The only ‘All Black’ Cemetery in Washington DC 
 
 

 
 

This site was part of the Underground Railroad.   
The building on the hill was a hiding place for those slaves who were fleeing to freedom  

on the underground railroad.   The building was the holding place for the cemetery. 
 



Akehurst Landscape Service was contacted by Mr. Vincent deForest of the Presidential Inaugural Committee 
2009 to plant the inaugural tree for President Elect Barack Obama.  The tree planting ceremony took place at 
the Mt Zion Cemetery in Washington DC, on January 19, 2009 to commemorate Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
birthday. 
 
The site was selected for the Inaugural tree planting as the Mt Zion Cemetery is the only all black cemetery in 
Washington DC, and was a part of the Underground Railroad.   
 
The tree selected for the ceremony was a white oak, Quercus alba, which was purchased from Moon Nurseries 
of Maryland’s Eastern Shore. 
 

 
 
 

 


